JOSE IGNAZIO, URUGUAY

Cork, marble, zinc or gold leaf — you choose. Each room is
differently, gorgeously, lined at Bahia Vik, the fourth and
youngest in the artsy Vik clan. These hotels have something of
astar quality to them: Katy Perry had just checked out of Playa
Vik along the beach when we arrived; Estancia Vik (10 minutes
inland, past what was until recently Shakira’s ranch) was being
taken over for a month by the Rockefellers; and it’s just another
day at Vina Vik in Chile when the pool is lined with giraffe-
like models. The group is basically a micro art movement too,
with each room snazzed up by a different artist: oversized
portraits, bits of driftwood, a sculpture of a redining nude
inspired by Mrs Vik (with a typewriter representing her
nether regions), that sort of thing. Days are spent munching
fresh seafood with quinoa salad, local beef and homemade
chocolate ice cream before surfing, paddleboarding and
wandering along the beach into José Ignacio, where the bold

MARTIN SUMMERS’
URUGUAY

Head 1o Estancia Vik and beautiful summer. 800K IT The Explorations Company
10 ride with gauchos or hit « (explorationscompany.com; 01367 850566) offers seven
ball on the Vik polo ponies. nights from £2,375, including breakfast and transfers.
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